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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS AND QUOTATIONS 

RFQQ NO.  WSP-K9s-001 

PROJECT TITLE:  Canine Purchases for Detection Work 
 

Anticipated Procurement Schedule 

WSP reserves the right to revise the schedule 

Times are at Pacific Standard Time 

Post Request for Qualifications and Quotations 1/17/2023 

Bidder may submit written questions until 4:00 PM 1/24/2023 

WSP will post responses and amendments to RFQQ (if any) 1/31/2023 

Bidder may submit complaint via email by 4:00 pm 2/6/2023 

Bidder Conference Held (if any) N/A 

Bidder must submit Proposals by 4:00 PM 2/13/2023 

WSP Evaluation of Proposals Week of 2/14/2023 

Oral Interviews (if any) N/A 

Announce “Apparent Successful Bidder(s)” (ASB) and send 
notification via WEBS to unsuccessful Bidders. No time estimate. 

When evaluations are 
finished 

DEBRIEFING CONFERENCE: Unsuccessful Bidders may request Debriefing until 4:00 PM up to 
three (3) business days after ASB Announcement 

PROTEST: Bidder may submit protest until 4:00 PM no later than five (5) business days from the 
Bidder’s Debrief Conference 

Protest Period Ends: at 4:00 pm, five (5) business days after Bidder’s Debrief Conference 

 

Contract Terms 

Maximum Amount $80,000.00 First Year 

Performance Period  1 year with approximate start on 3/27/2023 to 3/26//2024 

Optional Extensions 4 annual extensions at the sole discretion of WSP 
 

RFQQ Coordinator RFQQ Coordinator Email Address 

Karen Chaussee Karen.Chaussee@wsp.wa.gov    
 

BIDDER ELIGIBILITY:  This procurement is open to those Bidders that satisfy the minimum 
qualifications as outlined in Section 4.1 herein.  

mailto:Karen.Chaussee@wsp.wa.gov
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose and Background.  
The Washington State Patrol (WSP) has forty-five (45) canine detection teams deployed 
throughout the state. With the large number of detection canines working for the WSP, and the 
lack of canines that are available at shelters, exhibiting the necessary drives and character traits 
for detection work, WSP is initiating this RFQQ to solicit proposals. 

With the expected working life of five (5) to eight (8) years, WSP replaces multiple canines per 
year. The WSP Canine Training Unit must run yearly explosives detection and canine handler 
classes to replace retiring canines. WSP intends to award 1 – 3 contracts from this solicitation. 

The WSP may award a contract to one or more contracts to consultants who submit proposals as 
a result of this RFQQ. 

The work is to be performed pursuant to the specifications set forth in Attachment 1, Statement of 
Work. 

1.2 Background. 
The Washington State Patrol Homeland Security Division’s Canine Unit supports the public safety 
and homeland security missions of federal, state, local and tribal agencies, and private sector by; 
detecting, deterring, and preventing terrorist attacks and significant criminal activity, performing 
threat assessments including protecting critical infrastructures and key resources, and providing 
all-hazards support in preparation, planning, and recovery efforts. 

Currently the Canine Unit has a number of canine teams working at Washington State Ferry 
Terminals, and on the highways and interstates throughout the state.  The Canine Unit consists of 
various breeds of dogs.  There is no one breed of canine that is better at detection work than 
another.  In general, a good detection dog has a good temperament, a lot of energy, a good nose, 
and loves to play.  

The Washington State Patrol Canine Training Unit is comprised of three full-time and four part-
time Canine Instructors and is the only full-time training facility in Washington.  The Unit trains 
explosives detection canines, which consists of 420 hours of specialized training.  Two to three 
canine detection classes are run annually.  In addition to training our Canine Handlers, the Unit 
has trained a number of handlers from county, city, and federal agencies from around the state 
and country. 

2. SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS and RESPONSIVENESS 

2.1 Proposal Submission. 
Proposals must be submitted in accordance with the instructions in Attachment 2, Proposal 
Submission Instructions to this RFQQ. 

2.2 Responsiveness.   
All proposals will be reviewed by the RFQQ Coordinator to determine compliance with this 
section.  The Bidder is specifically notified that failure to comply with this section or to provide all 
documentation required, may result in rejection of Bidder’s proposal as non-responsive. WSP 
reserves the right, however, at its sole discretion to waive minor administrative irregularities. 

3. RFQQ ADMINISTRATION 

3.1 RFQQ Coordinator.  
The RFQQ Coordinator is the sole point of contact in WSP for this procurement. All 
communication between the Bidder and WSP regarding this RFQQ shall be with the RFQQ 
Coordinator, listed on page one of this RFQQ. 

Any other communication will be considered unofficial and non-binding on WSP. Bidders are to 
rely on written statements issued by the RFQQ Coordinator. Communication directed to parties 
other than the RFQQ Coordinator may result in disqualification of the Bidder. 
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3.2 Bidder’s Questions and Answers.   
Questions concerning this RFQQ must be submitted in writing via e-mail to the RFQQ 
Coordinator at the email address listed on page one of this RFQQ. Questions must be received 
by the RFQQ Coordinator no later than the date and time listed within the Anticipated 
Procurement Schedule on page one of this RFQQ.  Answers to Bidder’s questions will be posted 
on WEBS. 

3.3 Amendments to the RFQQ.   
If Bidder questions result in changes to the RFQQ, written amendments to the RFQQ will be 
issued and posted on WEBS. 

3.4 Bidders’ Conference 
The purpose of a Bidders’ Conference is to answer questions so that all potential bidders 
understand the requirements of the solicitation.  A Bidder’s Conference is not anticipated, and is 
not mandatory for submission of a Bid.  However, in the event that WSP determines a Bidder 
Conference is necessary, WSP will delineate the reason for the conference and communicate the 
details with all potential bidders via WEBS. 

3.5 Oral Presentation/Interview 
The purpose of Oral Presentations or Interviews is to assist WSP in making a determination of 
suitability of the Bidder’s product or service for the purpose of this RFQQ, and to aid WSP in 
making selection of the ASB.  WSP, in its sole discretion will determine if an Oral 
Presentation/Interview is necessary.  WSP, in its sole discretion may contact the top-scoring 
Bidders to schedule a date, time and location for the Presentation/Interview.  Commitments made 
by the Bidder at the Oral Presentation/Interview, if any, will be considered binding.  An Oral 
Presentation/Interview, if called by WSP shall be mandatory.  Any Bidder that does not attend the 
Presentation/Interview shall be considered nonresponsive and shall not be given further 
consideration.  The Oral Presentation/Interview will be scored only if scoring is included in 
Attachment 3 – Evaluations and Scoring. 

3.6 Contract Award Announcement 
WSP shall offer a contract to the Bidders chosen as the Apparently Successful Bidder (ASB) via 
email.  Upon the ASB’s acceptance of the contract, WSP shall issue a Notification of Award on 
WEBS: https://fortress.wa.gov/ga/webs to all responding Bidders announcing the ASB.  WSP 
considers the Award Date as the date that Notification of Award is issued through WEBS. 

3.7 Notification to Unsuccessful Bidders 
Bidders whose proposals have not been selected for award will be notified via WEBS. 

4. PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS and BIDDER OBLIGATIONS 

4.1 Minimum Qualifications.  
Each proposal must show how the Bidder meets the following mandatory minimum qualifications: 

    In order to enter into a contract with the WSP, the company must be licensed to do business 
in the State of Washington. If currently licensed the bidder must provide a copy of the 
license with its proposal.  If not currently licensed in Washington and the bidder is chosen as 
the Apparently Successful Bidder, the bidder must produce a copy of its Washington 
Business License before a contract can be signed. 

 Be able to provide WSP with up to fourteen (14) canines annually, either from one 
Consultant or a combination of 2 or 3 Consultants. 

 Allow WSP to pre-test canines: 1) provide a health assessment by a licensed veterinarian, 
and 2) run each canine through a series of selection tests to help determine if they are a 
suitable candidate as a detection canine. 

 Allow WSP approximately three (3) months possession of selected canines to go through 
narcotics and explosives training with handlers. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ga/webs
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 Accept returned dogs after three month period which do not meet WSP training 
requirements. 

 Provide warranty of the Canine’s suitability for narcotics or bomb detection work and the 
Canine’s health for six months after purchase of the Canine by WSP.  Should the Canine 
prove unsuitable for narcotics or bomb detection work or develop unforeseen health 
problems within those six months the Contractor shall either a) provide a suitable 
replacement canine, or b) refund WSP for the full amount of the purchase. 

 WSP reserves the right to contract with multiple Vendors to ensure agency requirements are      
met. 

 WSP reserves the right to reject any proposed Vendor and/or canine(s) who WSP 
determines will not serve the best interest of WSP.  

 The Bidder must meet insurance requirements as set forth in Section 4.11. 

 

Preferred Qualifications: 

 Have ten (10) years of experience providing the services described herein. 

 Located in Washington State. 

4.2 Acceptance Period.   
Proposals must provide 60 days for acceptance by WSP from the due date for receipt of 
proposals.  Proposals that do not contain a 60 day acceptance period shall be considered non-
responsive and will not receive further consideration.  

4.3 Most Favorable Terms.   
WSP reserves the right to make an award without further discussion of the proposal submitted. 
Therefore, the proposal should be submitted initially on the most favorable terms which the Bidder 
can propose. There will be no best and final offer procedure. WSP reserves the right to contact a 
Bidder for clarification on their proposal. 

4.4 Cost to Propose.   
WSP will not be liable for any costs incurred by the Bidder in preparation of a proposal submitted 
in response to this RFQQ, in conduct of a presentation, or any other activities related to 
responding to this RFQQ. 

4.5 Wage Laws Certification 
Prior to awarding a contract, agencies are required to determine that a Bidder is a ‘Responsible 
Bidder,’ per RCW 39.26.160(2) & (4). Pursuant to legislative enactment in 2017, the Bidder shall 
certify that the Bidder has not willfully violated Washington’s wage laws (See Appendix G) 

4.6 Workers’ Rights, Executive Order 18-03 Certification 
Pursuant to RCW 39.26.160(3) (best value criteria) and consistent with Executive Order 18-03- 
Supporting Workers’ Rights to Effectively Address Workplace Violations (dated June 12, 2018), 
Washington State Patrol will evaluate bids for best value and provide a bid preference in the 
amount of 2% to any bidder who certifies, pursuant to the certification attached as Exhibit H – 
Contractor Certification for Executive Order 18-03 – Workers’ Rights, that their firm does NOT 
require its employees, as a condition of employment, to sign or agree to mandatory individual 
arbitration clauses or class or collective action waiver. 

4.7 Vendor Certification of Compliance with COVID-19 Safety Requirements 
By submission of a bid in response to this solicitation, Bidder affirms that it, its employees, and 
any Subcontractors of any tier, will 1) develop and maintain a COVID-19 vaccination plan; 2) have 
operational procedures in place to enable Contractor personnel (including subcontractors) who 
perform contract activities on-site and at Agency premises to provide compliance documentation 
that such personnel are in compliance with WSP’s requirements; and 3) will provide to Agency, 
upon request, Contractor’s COVID-19 Vaccination Verification Plan and related records, except as 
prohibited by law, and will cooperate with any investigation or inquiry pertaining to the same. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.26.160
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.26.160
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4.8 Minority and Women-Owned Businesses Participation. 
The State of Washington encourages participation in all of its contracts by firms certified by the 
Office of Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises (OMWBE).  No preference will be included 
in the evaluation of proposals and no minimum level of MWBE participation shall be required as a 
condition for receiving an award. Proposals will not be rejected or considered non-responsive on 
that basis.  Bidders may contact OMWBE at (866) 208-1064 or http://omwbe.wa.gov  to obtain 
information on certified firms and the certification process. 

4.9 Proprietary Information/Public Disclosure.  
Materials submitted in response to this competitive procurement shall become the property of 
WSP. All proposals received shall remain confidential until the announcement of the Apparent 
Successful Bidder (ASB) by the Washington State Patrol; thereafter, the proposals shall be 
deemed public records as defined in RCW 42.56 (the Public Records Act) and RCW 39.26.030 
(State Procurement Records - Disclosure). 

Any information in the proposal that the Bidder desires to claim as proprietary and exempt from 
disclosure under the provisions of RCW 42.56 must be clearly designated. The page must be 
clearly identified by the word “confidential” printed on each page.  Marking the entire proposal 
exempt from disclosure will not be honored. The Bidder must be reasonable in designating 
information as confidential. 

WSP will consider a Bidder’s request for exemption from disclosure and will make a decision 
predicated upon Chapter 42.56 RCW and Chapter 143-06 of the Washington Administrative 
Code.  If any information Bidder has marked as confidential is deemed under the statute to be 
exempt from disclosure, such information will not be made available until the affected Bidder has 
been given an opportunity to seek a court injunction against the requested disclosure. 

The Bidder should be prepared to accept this RFQQ and Bidder’s Proposal for incorporation into 
a contract resulting from this RFQQ.  Whether or not chosen as the ASB, Bidder’s proposal will 
become a part of the official procurement file on this matter without obligation to WSP. 

4.10 Washington Electronic Business Solution (WEBS) 
Notification of amendments and results of the solicitation will only be provided to those Bidders 
who have registered with WEBS and have downloaded the RFQQ from WEBS. Bidders accept 
full responsibility and liability for failing to receive any amendments resulting from their failure to 
register with and download documents from WEBS.  By submitting a bid, Bidders hold the State 
of Washington harmless from all claims of injury or loss resulting from such failure. Bidders are 
solely responsible for:  

 Properly registering with the Department of Enterprise Services WEBS at:  

https://pr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov/. 

 Maintaining an accurate Bidder profile in WEBS 

 Downloading the solicitation consisting of the RFQQ with all attachments, appendices, and all 
current and subsequent Q&A and/or amendments to the solicitation. 

4.11 Insurance Coverage 
If Bidder is chosen as the ASB, Bidder is required to carry commercial insurance in accordance 
with the instructions in Attachment 5, Insurance Requirements to this RFQQ. 

5. NOTIFICATIONS TO BIDDER 

5.1 Period of Performance. 
The period of performance of any contract(s) resulting from this RFQQ is tentatively scheduled to 
begin and end on or about the dates indicated within the Anticipated Procurement Schedule on 
page one of this RFQQ.  In its sole discretion, WSP reserves the option to revise begin and end 
dates of the contract beyond what is anticipated. WSP, in its sole discretion, may extend the 
contract for up to four (4) additional one-year terms or portions thereof, at the same terms and 
conditions.  The total term, including the initial term and all subsequent extensions, shall not exceed 

http://omwbe.wa.gov/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.56
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.26.030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=143-06
https://pr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov/
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five (5) years, unless an emergency exists and/or special circumstances require an additional term 
extension.    

5.2 Funding. 
The estimated funding for first year of this project shall not exceed the amount indicated in the 
Contract Terms on page one of this procurement. Any contract(s) awarded as a result of this 
procurement is contingent upon the availability of funding. 

5.3 No Obligation to Contract. 
This RFQQ does not obligate the State of Washington or WSP to contract for services specified 
herein. WSP reserves the right to cancel this RFQQ entirely, or to cancel and reissue the RFQQ in 
whole or in part at any time prior to the execution of a contract. 

5.4 Evaluation and Scoring. 
Proposals will be evaluated in accordance with the procedures outlined in Attachment 3, 
Evaluations and Scoring to this RFQQ. 

5.5 Complaint, Debrief & Protest Requirements. 
Complaints, requests for Debrief and Protest Requirements must be submitted in accordance with 
the instructions in Attachment 4, Complaint, Debrief & Protest Requirements to this RFQQ. 

5.6 Rejection of Proposals. 
WSP reserves the right in its sole discretion to reject all proposals received without penalty and to 
not issue a contract as a result of this RFQQ.  

5.7 Commitment of Funds. 
The Chief of the Washington State Patrol or those with authority delegated by the Chief of the 
Washington State Patrol are the only individuals who may legally commit WSP to the 
expenditures of funds for a contract resulting from this RFQQ.  No cost chargeable to the 
proposed contract may be incurred before receipt of a fully executed contract. 

5.8 Rejection Due to Unsatisfactory Performance 
Pursuant to the provisions of RCW 39.26.160, WSP may reject Proposals of any Bidder who has 
failed to perform satisfactorily under any previous contract.  WSP shall notify the Bidder of such a 
rejection. 

5.9 Sample Contract. 
The Apparent Successful Bidder will be expected to enter into a contract which is substantially the 
same as Attachment 7 hereto. In no event is a Bidder to submit its own standard contract terms 
and conditions in response to this solicitation. 

Issues, concerns, exceptions or objections to any of the terms or conditions contained in the 
Sample Contract shall be set forth in writing by the Bidder in Bidder’s Proposal as exceptions to 
the Sample Contract. The exceptions shall be listed by section or paragraph with a description of 
each issue, concern, exception and/or objection, not as a red-lined copy of the model contract. 
WSP reserves the right to reject any and all revision requests. If the Bidder does not notify WSP 
of any exceptions to the contract, the Bidder will be deemed to have accepted the terms of the 
Sample Contract. 

Successful Bidders are expected to sign the final contract within 30 days of receipt. Contracts not 
signed within designated time may be voided and the offer to contract may be rescinded. 

5.10 Background Checks – for Apparently Successful Bidder.  
Any proposed Contractor team member or subcontractor who will have unaccompanied access to 
WSP facilities, electronic equipment, computers, data bases, or other sensitive or restricted 
information must submit to WSP criminal history fingerprint background checks (background 
check) at Contractor’s expense.  Each person that requires a background check must complete 
Fingerprint Background Checks forms before performing any work under a contract resulting from 
this RFQQ and before unaccompanied access is granted.   

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.26.160
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Contractor and all team members and subcontractors requiring a background check shall comply 
with WSP instructions on submitting fingerprints and provide all requested information to WSP in 
order to complete the background checks. 

In addition, Contractor and all team members and subcontractors requiring a background check 
shall undergo security awareness training online every two years.   A link to the security 
awareness training will be provided by WSP upon completion of the fingerprint background check. 

Failure of Contractor, Contractor team members or subcontractors to cooperate with WSP during 
the background check process or to complete security awareness training may result in 
termination of the contract. 

5.11  Statewide Vendor Registration 
The Contractor is required to be registered as a Statewide Payee prior to submitting a request for 
payment under this Agreement.  The Washington State Office of Financial Management (OFM) 
maintains the Statewide Payee Registration System; to obtain registration materials go to: 
https://ofm.wa.gov/it-systems/accounting-systems/statewide-vendorpayee-services 

5.12 Non-Disclosure Agreement and Protected Critical Infrastructure Information - for 
Apparently Successful Bidder 

 Non-Disclosure. Contractor acknowledges that some of the material and information that 
may come into their possession or knowledge in connection with the contract work at the 
Washington State Patrol/Washington State Fusion Center (WSP/WSFC) may consist of 
information that is exempt from disclosure to the public or other unauthorized persons under 
either chapter 42.56 RCW or other state or federal statutes (“Confidential Information”). 

 Protected Critical Infrastructure Information. Contractor agrees to comply with the Final 
rule promulgating regulations at Title 6 Code of Federal Regulations Section 29 to govern 
procedures for handling critical infrastructure information. The regulations detailed in the Final 
rule, which was effective upon publication pursuant to Section 808 of the Congressional 
Review Act, were promulgated pursuant to Title II, Section 214 of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002, known as the "Critical Infrastructure Information Act of 2002” (CII Act)". 

  

https://ofm.wa.gov/it-systems/accounting-systems/statewide-vendorpayee-services
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2003/04/15/03-9126/procedures-for-handling-critical-infrastructure-information#:~:text=Accordingly%2C%20section%20214%20of%20the%20Homeland%20Security%20Act%2C,the%20public%20may%20voluntarily%20provide%20to%20the%20Department.
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6. RFQQ APPENDICES AND ATTACHMENTS 

The following Appendices are required and must be completed or 
Answered and returned along with the Bidder’s Proposal 

Appendix A – Checklist for Responsiveness (MANDATORY) 

APPENDIX A - 

Bidder's Checklist.docx
 

Appendix B – Offer, Certifications and Assurances (MANDATORY) 

APPENDIX B - Offer 

Certifications and Assurances.docx
 

Appendix C – Bidder Questionnaire (MANDATORY/SCORED) 

APPENDIX C - Bidder 

Questionnaire.docx
 

Appendix D – Price Sheet (MANDATORY/SCORED) 

APPENDIX D - Price 

Sheet.docx
 

Appendix E – Bidder’s Profile (MANDATORY/SCORED) 

APPENDIX E - 

Bidder’s Profile.docx
 

Appendix F – Business Reference Form (MANDATORY/SCORED) 

APPENDIX F - 

Business Reference Form.docx
 

Appendix G – Wage Theft Prevention Certification  (MANDATORY) 

APPENDIX G - Wage 

Theft Prevention Certification.docx
 

Appendix H – Executive Order 18-03 Certification (MANDATORY) 

APPENDIX H - 

Executive Order 18-03 Certification.docx
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Washington State Patrol                                RFQQ No.   WSP-K9s-001  Page 10 of 10 

 

The following Attachments are informational and contain critical 
instructions for submission of a Proposal.   

Do not return the Attachments to WSP. 

 

Attachment 1 – Statement of Work 

ATTACHMENT 1 - 

Statement of Work.docx
 

Attachment 2 – Proposal Submission Instructions 

ATTACHMENT 2 - 

Proposal Submission Instructions.docx
 

Attachment 3 – Evaluations and Scoring 

ATTACHMENT 3 - 

Evaluations and Scoring.docx
 

Attachment 4 -  Complaint, Debrief & Protest Requirements 

ATTACHMENT 4 - 

Complaint Debrief & Protest Requirements.docx
 

Attachment 5 – Insurance Requirements 

ATTACHMENT 5 - 

Insurance Requirements.docx
 

Attachment 6 – Definitions 

ATTACHMENT 6 - 

Definitions.docx
 

Attachment 7 – Sample Contract 

ATTACHMENT 7 - 

Sample Contract.docx
 

Attachment 8 – Doing Business with the State of Washington 

ATTACHMENT 8 - 

Doing Business with the State.docx
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