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FROM THE CHIEF 
 
 
Fire Service Partners and Advocates: 
 
The 2024 Fire in Washington report highlights the emergency response activities of the Washington 
State Fire Service over the past year. Compiled by the State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO), the report 
leverages data submitted by Washington’s fire agencies to the National Fire Incident Reporting System 
(NFIRS). This system provides critical information, serving as a foundation for collaboration with fire 
agencies to address statewide needs.  
 
The data within this report can be utilized to develop a comprehensive approach to risk mitigation and 
public education. The resulting Community Risk Assessment serves as a blueprint for implementing 
effective fire prevention programs and suppression strategies.  
 
This initiative reflects the dedication and leadership of the Washington Fire Chiefs, Washington Fire 
Commissioners, and every member of our state’s fire service. Together, we are committed to making 
Washington a safer place to live, work, and play. 
 
CHIEF JOHN R. BATISTE 
Washington State Patrol 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Message from State Fire Marshal 
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FROM THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
 
 
Fire Service Partners: 
 
The 2024 Fire in Washington report details the emergency response information reported by fire 
agencies from across the state with an emphasis on fire incidents. Fire agencies in Washington provide 
critical fire and life safety services to the citizens of the state, and tracking these incidents is an essential 
part of implementing and sustaining the programs and services that are needed to safeguard life and 
property. 
 
The information presented in the annual report shows that there were more than 30,000 fire incidents 
causing over $495 million in reported loss. In 2024, there were 72 fire fatalities reported to the SFMO. 
Structure fires were the leading incident type reported, followed by natural vegetation fires and outdoor 
rubbish fires. 
 
The SFMO prepared this report to support fire service leaders, organizations, industry professionals, and 
the public. It provides valuable information to identify and prioritize statewide and regional risks while 
guiding fire service leadership in strategically allocating resources to mitigate those risks. Effective 
community risk reduction relies on thoroughly assessing the hazards facing local communities. Incident 
data offers critical insights into the fire service's emergency response experiences. By evaluating 
vulnerabilities, comprehensive plans and implementation strategies can be developed to safeguard lives 
and property in the event of a disaster. We commend the collaborative efforts of fire agencies across 
Washington State in reducing the impact of fire incidents. 
 
State Fire Marshal Chad L. Cross 
State Fire Marshal’s Office 
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PREFACE 
 
This report provides a summary of all reported incident categories, with a primary focus on fire-related data in 
2024. The statistical reports are derived from the United States Fire Administration (USFA) National Fire 
Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) 5.0, as submitted by the Washington State Fire Service. Where needed, 
secondary sources are incorporated to offer deeper analysis and additional context. Figures presented may 
vary slightly depending on the date the summary report was generated. Any data submitted after the report's 
generation is not included in this publication. Regional reporting has not been included in this report, allowing 
focus on the statewide level. 

NFIRS data is essential in identifying fire risks within Washington State communities. When combined with 
other data sources, this report serves as a key component in developing the Statewide Risk Assessment (SRA). 
The SRA provides fire service agencies and the communities they serve with data-driven insights into emerging 
and ongoing fire and life safety risks, helping to prioritize and allocate resources for risk mitigation and 
reduction. 

Washington State faces distinct hazards due to its topography, population distribution, and infrastructure. In 
addition to well-known risks such as wildland fires, severe weather, and traffic disruptions, evolving regional 
hazards have emerged in recent years due to demographic shifts, political activism, residential construction 
trends, changing energy demands, and climate variability. A comprehensive SRA can guide the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office, local fire agencies, and other stakeholders in directing resources, funding, and workforce 
efforts toward addressing the most significant risks in each region. 

Washington State’s 450 fire service agencies are staffed by career firefighters, volunteer firefighters, or a 
combination of both, working together to protect lives and property. This report is presented as part of our 
ongoing commitment to protecting both the residents and the resolute firefighters who serve our 
communities.  
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NFIRS Participation in Washington State 

The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 43.44.060 requires fire incidents to be reported to the Washington 
State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO) in accordance with the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS). 
 
The SFMO maintains the statewide NFIRS database, which can accept any incident documented in 
accordance with the NFIRS 5.0 format. This program is an all-incident reporting system that enables every 
fire agency to document incidents electronically in a uniform format. Many agencies submit all incidents, 
while some agencies only report fires as required by statute. 
 

The chart below provides the number of agencies that submitted data for inclusion in the Fire in 
Washington annual report since 2015. We encourage fire agencies to report monthly to the SFMO, so that 
reporting becomes a standard practice across every agency in the state. 
 
In 2024, 290 of the state’s 450 fire agencies reported to NFIRS, representing roughly 64 percent of all 
active fire agencies. 
 

 

 

  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Total Active Agencies 477 477 476 474 466 460 457 453 452 450
Agencies Reporting 313 299 308 316 321 323 322 323 312 290
Agencies Not Reporting 164 178 168 158 145 137 135 130 141 160
% Reporting 66% 63% 65% 67% 69% 70% 70% 71% 69% 64%
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Washington Fire Clock 

Washington fire agencies reported 989,988 incidents in 2024, including 673,016 emergency medical 
service calls, 132,371 good intent calls, 71,816 service calls, 61,357 false alarms, and 30,893 fire calls. Their 
ability to respond to the needs of the people of Washington at any time of day or night cannot be 
understated. 
 
Overall, fires have resulted in nearly $500 million in fire losses in 2024. Structure fires accounted for over 
26 percent of that amount. Fire incidents can have a devastating monetary impact on communities across 
the state, which can have long-term impacts on those affected by the loss. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ONE RUBBISH FIRE EVERY 75 
MINUTES 

ONE FIRE EVERY 
17 MINUTES 

 
ONE STRUCTURE FIRE  

EVERY HOUR AND 15 MINUTES 
 

ONE EMS/RESCUE INCIDENT 
EVERY 47 SECONDS 

 

ONE HAZARDOUS CONDITION 
CALL EVERY 37 MINUTES 

 

FIRE DOLLAR LOSS 
$1,353,202 LOSS EACH DAY 
$56,383 LOSS EACH HOUR
$940 LOSS EACH MINUTE 
$16 LOSS EACH SECOND 

*Figures Rounded to Nearest Dollar 
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2024 SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS 
 
Since NFIRS has been expanded to capture the full range of emergency incident response types, many fire 
agencies document and report every incident. This summary is an overview of all the incidents reported 
but is not all encompassing of the total incident experience. 
 
In 2024, fire agencies in Washington State reported 989,988 incidents to NFIRS. There were 30,893 Fire 
incidents reported resulting in 72 fatalities and over $495 million in property and content loss. Fire 
agencies are encouraged to be as accurate as possible when documenting dollar loss. The figures are 
intended to provide insight into the monetary impact fire has on our communities. Dollar loss estimates 
are calculated by fire service personnel and are not reflective of insurance settlements or actual total loss. 
 
Rescue and Emergency Medical Service was the leading incident type category reported, representing 69 
percent of the total number of incidents. Good Intent Calls were second at 12.1 percent. Service Calls 
were third at over seven percent of the total incidents. False Alarms and False Calls were the fourth most 
common incident at nearly six and a half percent. This category includes all malicious or mischievous false 
alarms, as well as fire protection system malfunctions and unintentional false fire protection activations. 
 
The Fire in Washington annual report emphasizes Fire incidents.  
 

 
 
* Totals exclude Mutual or Automatic Aid Given.  
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Categories of Fire Incidents 

Fire service agencies have reported more than 160,000 fire incidents to the SFMO over the past five years. In 
these fires, 427 people have lost their lives and more than $2 billion in property and contents have been lost.  
 
Structure Fires were a leading type of fire incident type reported in 2024. Structure fires accounted for 
approximately 26.5 percent of the fire incidents reported and 70 percent of the estimated fire related 
dollar loss. Structure Fires include buildings or other types of structures, and fires confined to non-
combustible containers such as food on stoves, chimneys or flues, boilers, trash receptacles, or commercial 
compactors. 
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Natural Vegetation Fires were another notable leading type of fire incident reported over the past five 
years, accounting for approximately 22 percent of the total fire incidents for 2024. Dollar loss is estimated 
at nearly $203 million during this time. 
 

 
 
 

Outside Rubbish Fires have resulted in over 35,000 incidents and just over $3 million in loss over the past 
five years. 
 
Cultivated Vegetation Fires include grain, crops, orchards, vineyards, trees or nurseries, and other 
cultivated vegetation fires. The occurrence of these fires is low relative to other fire types, but the 
monetary impact can be devastating to the property owner. Estimating dollar loss for cultivated vegetation 
fires can be a challenge for fire service personnel because the market value may not be known. 
 
Vehicle Fires were the fourth leading type of fire incident reported to NFIRS in 2024. These incidents 
include mobile properties such as passenger vehicles, trains, mobile recreational vehicles, planes, and off-
road vehicles. Throughout 2024, vehicle fires accounted for 7.94 percent of the total fires reported and 
more than $3 million in loss. 
 
Outside Storage and Equipment Fires include mailboxes, gas or vapor combustion explosions without 
sustained fire, and other types of special outside fires. These fires account for approximately 4.5 percent of 
the fires reported over the past five years and resulted in more than $100 million in loss. 

Fire, Other is used when a more specific fire incident type is not available to describe the incident. Nearly 7 
percent of the fires over a five-year period have been included in this category. 
 
 

Fixed Mobile Property Fires include mobile homes, recreational vehicles (RV) or trailers used as 
residences, and other portable buildings used in a fixed location. These fires account for approximately 1.5 
percent of all fires and 1 percent of the dollar loss reported over the past five years. 
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2020 – 2024 Fire Incident Type by Category 
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Fires by Heat Source 

The table below provides a five-year overview of the heat source information reported in the Fire Module 
only. Confined fires, which do not require a Fire Module to be completed, and heat sources reported 
through the optional Wildland Module, are not included in the analysis. 
 

 
Operating Equipment remains the leading known heat source, accounting for 11 percent of the fires and a 
little over 16 percent of the dollar loss reported between 2020 and 2024. Operating equipment includes 
sparks, embers, or flames from operating equipment, radiated or conducted heat from operating 
equipment, and electrical arcing. 
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Fires by Area of Origin 

Area of origin identifies the primary location where a fire started within a property. Fires that started in 
Functional Areas are the highest known area of origin resulting in the greatest amount of dollar loss to 
property and contents at over $335 million since 2020. Functional Areas accounted for over 23 percent of 
the fires and over 12 percent of the dollar loss reported between 2020 and 2024. Bedrooms, dining or 
eating areas, kitchens, bathrooms, laundry rooms, office spaces, and other functional areas are included in 
this category. 
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Fire Incidents at Residential Properties 

 
Over the past five years, roughly 31 percent of the fires in Washington State have occurred in residential 
properties. As categorized by NFIRS, residential properties include One- and Two-Family Dwellings, Multi-
Family Dwellings, and Other Residential Uses (board and care facilities, hotel/motels, college housing, 
barracks, and dormitories). 
 

  
 
Fires with Automatic Extinguishing Systems (AES) 

AES are a proven way to help protect lives and property against fires at home. These systems respond 
quickly to reduce heat, flames, and smoke from a fire, giving occupants valuable time to evacuate the area. 
Each individual sprinkler head is designed and calibrated to activate when it senses a significant heat 
change. Only the sprinkler head closest to the fire will activate to spray water directly on the fire. 

In 2024, there were 5,663 AES activations reported at properties with full or partial automatic 
extinguishing systems present. Approximately $470 million in property and contents loss was reported. 

No fire fatalities occurred in a building that was equipped with AES in 2024. 
 

 
 *Data is based on full or partial AES presence 
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Fires by Cause of Ignition 

The cause of ignition is useful in determining the factors that result in a fire incident. The table below 
illustrates the causes of ignition reported through the NFIRS Fire Module over the past five years. 
Unintentional was the leading known cause of ignition, accounting for approximately 39 percent of the 
incidents and 26 percent of the property and content loss. Fire prevention measures and product safety 
features can be tailored to address the causes of fires reported through NFIRS. 
 

 
 
  *Data is based on fire incidents with listed causes of ignition. 
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2024 Fire Fatalities 
 

In 2024, 72 fire fatalities were reported to the State Fire Marshal’s Office. Compared to 2023, fire fatalities 
increased 7.5 percent. Washington State’s 2024 fire fatality rate was 9.1 per million people. According to 
the latest available statistics from the USFA (2021 figures), the national fire death rate was 11.2 per million 
people. Washington State ranked 11th lowest in the nation. 
 
 
Multiple-Fatality Fire Incidents Reported in 2024 

In 2024, there was a 1.7 percent increase in multiple fatality incidents compared to 2023, resulting in a 1.5 
percent increase in fatalities from this type of incident.  
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     January – In Grant County, two adults died in a manufactured home fire. 

April – In Spokane County, two adults and two children died in a single-family home fire. Seven days 
later, two adults died in another single-family home fire. 
June- In Snohomish County, two adults died in a single-family home fire. 
July – In King County, two adults died in a multi-family home fire. 
August- In Skagit County, three adults died in a single-family home fire. 
September – In King County, one adult, one child and one newborn died in a multi-family home fire. 
October – In Spokane County, two adults died in a recreational vehicle fire. 
November – In Kitsap County, two adults died in a vehicle fire. 

 

 

 

The following pages provide further details on the incidents that resulted in fatalities across Washington State. 
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Fire Fatalities by Cause of Fire 

Smoking and/or Smoking Materials fires have historically been the leading known cause for fire fatalities 
in Washington State. Over the past five years, 12 percent of the fire fatalities have been smoking-related. 
In 2024, 4 percent of the fire deaths were reported as due to smoking-related fires. Smoking in sleeping 
areas, while using medical oxygen systems, or while under the influence of alcohol or mind-altering drugs 
increases the risk of a fire occurring. 
 
Fires that were intentionally set are the second leading known cause of fire fatalities, accounting for 9 
percent of fatalities over the last five years. 
 
Fires started by home heating are the third leading known cause for fire fatalities on a five-year average, 
resulting in 6 percent of the total. 
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Fire Fatalities by Heat Source 

Of the 72 fire fatalities reported in 2024, the most known heat source was Open Flame and Smoking 
Materials, resulting in 12 deaths and 16 percent of the total number of deaths.  

High risk behaviors, such as smoking in sleeping or lounging areas; smoking while using medical oxygen; 
and smoking while under the influence of mind-altering drugs or alcohol should be avoided. These fires can 
also occur due to improper disposal of smoking materials. For Undetermined fire causes, the exact fire 
cause cannot be clearly identified by the fire investigator or was left blank by the reporting agency. 

 

 
 

Fire Fatalities by Property Use 

In 2024, 51 percent of reported fire fatalities occurred in Residential Occupancies (Single Family, Multi-
Family, and Manufactured). The second most common property use location was Streets and Highways 
making up 12 percent of the fatalities. Motor Home/Recreational was the third leading property use 
location accounting for approximately 10 percent of the fatalities. 
 
 

 
     *Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number  
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Fire Fatalities by Age and Gender 

 
Children are at significant risk in fire situations. In 2024, four children under age 10 died in fires, 
representing five and a half percent of the fatalities. Young children may not be capable of escaping or 
know the dangers of fire exposure. Their ability to escape may be dependent on other occupants. Infants 
cannot save themselves, and young children may have limited fire escape skills or knowledge. In 2024, 64 
percent of fire fatalities were age 50 or older. As age increases so does the risks of fire fatalities due to 
numerous factors.  
 

 

 

Fire Fatalities by Cause of Ignition 

 
Investigations into fire fatalities to determine cause of ignition found that 57 percent of fatalities were due 
to Unintentional fires and 7 percent of fatalities were due to Intentional fires. Failure of Equipment made 
up 4 percent of fatalities. The remaining 32 percent of fatalities were due to fires that are still Under 
Investigation or Undetermined. 

 

Cause of Ignition Fatalities % 

Unintentional 41 57% 

Under Investigation 12 17% 

Undetermined 11 15% 

Intentional 5 7% 

Failure of Equipment or Heat Source 3 4% 

Grand Total 72 100% 
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Fire Fatalities and Fire Protection Devices 

 
Smoke alarms detect smoke and provide early notification to building occupants, potentially reducing the 
loss of life in fires. In 2024, approximately 60 percent of the reported fire fatalities occurred in locations 
where smoke alarms should be installed. Of these fatalities, only 25 percent could confirm that smoke 
alarms were present, and only 8 of these confirmed smoke alarms were operational. Fatalities that 
occurred in areas where smoke alarms are not required and would not normally be located (such as Motor 
Vehicles) are not included in this section of data. 
 

 
 

*Fatalities that occurred at/in properties where a smoke alarm would not be present are not included. 
**Percentages are based only on the total number of fire fatalities where a smoke alarm was confirmed to be              
present. 
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Fire Fatalities by Month 

Over the last five years, 373 people have died in fires in Washington State. On average, approximately six 
people die each month in fire incidents. In 2024, April had the highest concentration of fire fatalities at 11 
deaths. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec TOTAL
2020 9 10 5 5 2 5 4 9 10 1 9 6 75
2021 5 10 6 10 5 5 1 15 4 3 6 8 78
2022 12 6 4 8 4 6 6 8 4 5 7 11 81
2023 14 8 10 5 1 5 9 0 4 5 2 4 67
2024 7 5 2 11 2 9 8 6 3 3 9 7 72
5-Year Total 47 39 27 39 14 30 28 38 25 17 33 36 373

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16

5 Year Fire Fatalities by Month

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024



21 | F i r e  I n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  2 0 2 4  
 

Fire Fatalities by County 

The chart below provides the number of fire fatalities in each county and rate per 100,000 people for the 
past five years. From 2020 to 2024, Columbia, Ferry, Jefferson, Garfield, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Wahkiakum, 
and Whitman counties have not reported any fire fatalities. 
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2024 FIREWORKS REPORT 
 
The State Fire Marshal’s Office is responsible for licensing fireworks importers, wholesalers, pyrotechnic 
operators, and retail stands. The goal of these efforts is to maintain the safe and legal transport and sale of 
consumer fireworks within the state. The SFMO also conducts annual public education campaigns that 
focus on the safe purchase, storage, and discharge of consumer fireworks. 
 
Data utilized in this section of the report is compiled from two sources. Injury details are generated from 
fireworks injury reports submitted directly to the SFMO by local fire agencies and hospitals. This gives the 
SFMO direct access to specific local details on the types of fireworks and extent of injuries. Fireworks fire 
incident data is derived from NFIRS reporting. NFIRS data has been cross-referenced with these submitted 
reports to provide additional detail.  
 
Fireworks Incidents Summary 

There were 427 fireworks-related injuries and/or fires reported to the SFMO in 2024 by fire departments 
and hospital emergency rooms. This is a 9 percent decrease from the previous year’s total of 508. Of the 
427 reports received, there were 271 fires and 156 injuries. 

Fireworks 
Incidents* 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total 

Fires 588 842 310 203 271 2,214 
Injury 237 70 198 255 156 916 
Total 825 912 508 458 427 3,130 

*Fireworks fire data as reported to NFIRS. Injury data as reported to the SFMO via the Fireworks Injury Report form. 
 
 
Fireworks Incidents and Dollar Loss 

Fireworks-related fires resulted in just under $2.5 million in total loss in 2024 which is a 4 percent decrease 
from the prior year. 
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Fireworks Incidents by Date 

 
Per RCW 70.77.395, legal sale and discharge of consumer fireworks is restricted to periods around the 
Fourth of July and New Year’s Eve.  According to local agency reporting, fireworks-related incidents most 
often occur on July 4th. This has remained constant over the past ten years. 
 

 

 

Fireworks Fires by Property Use 

 
Fireworks-related fires most frequently occurred in Residential Properties and accounted for 50 percent of 
the total incidents. Fireworks-related fire incidents in the Residential category had the highest total loss of 
almost 2 million, accounting for 95 percent of the losses. 
 

Property Use Category Number of 
Incidents 

Percent of 
Incidents Dollar Loss Percent of Dollar 

Loss 
 

Residential 136 50% $1,835,150  95%  

Vehicle Lots 40 15% $85,890 4%  

Left blank by reporting agency or Other 95 35% $10,000 1%  

Grand Total 271 100% $1,931,040 100%  

  

11

8

10

107

17

3

6

15

11

24

110

65

31

15

Jan-May

June

July 1st - 3rd

July 4th

July 5th - 6th

July 7th - 31st

Aug-Dec

2024 Fireworks Incidents by Date

Fire Injury

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.77.395


24 | F i r e  I n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  2 0 2 4  
 

 

Fireworks Incidents by Classification of Device 

In 2024, Legal fireworks were identified in 60 percent of the reported fires and accounted for 70 percent of 
total injuries. Illegal and Explosive types of fireworks were identified as the cause in 3 percent of the fires 
and 8 percent of the injuries. Unknown fireworks devices accounted for 37 percent of the fires and  
23 percent of the injuries. 
 
 

 
 

Fireworks Injuries by Type of Device 

Of the 156 reported fireworks injury incidents, 102 involved Legal devices which equates to 65 percent of 
the injures. Injuries from aerial shells/mortars were the most common, accounting for 31 percent of the 
incidents. The known device with the second highest injures is roman candles accounting for 8 percent, 
followed by sparklers accounting for 6 percent. Of the 13 injury incidents involving known Illegal devices, 
injuries from M-80 Devices were the most common, at 3 percent of the overall incidents. 

 
 



25 | F i r e  I n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  2 0 2 4  
 

Fireworks Injuries by Cause of Injury 

32 percent of the reported fireworks-related injuries are due to Holding Fireworks. The second highest 
cause of injury is Hit by Fireworks/Debris which makes up 31 percent of the of the injuries. 
 
 

  

 

Primary Injury by Type of Device 

61% of fireworks related injuries were burns in 2024. The burns category includes 1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree 
burns. 78% of the 95 total burns were from legal fireworks. 
 

 

*Trauma includes contusions, abrasions, lacerations, fractures, and other trauma injuries. 
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Primary Injury Location and Device 

Of the 156 injuries from fireworks in 2024, 66 occurred to the Face/Head. 71% of these Face/Head injuries 
were caused by legal fireworks, and 12 of the 66 injuries involved alcohol or another drug. 
 

 
 

 
Fireworks Injuries by Age and Gender 

The group with the highest recorded injuries is 15-21 years old, accounting for 17 percent of the injuries 
reported. Followed by 29-35 years old, accounting for 15 percent of the injuries. According to the Center 
for Disease Control, teens are 3 times more likely to be injured by fireworks when they are unsupervised. 
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STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE CONTACTS 
 
    
     STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
              Chad Cross 
     Chad.Cross@wsp.wa.gov 
          (360) 596-3902 
 
Fire Prevention Division 
 
Assistant State Fire Marshal 
Melissa Gannie 
Melissa.Gannie@wsp.wa.gov 
(360) 596-3903 
 
Inspection Section 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Barbara Maier 
Barbara.Maier@wsp.wa.gov 
(509) 969-4536 
 
Plan Review Section 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Cozetta Christian 
Cozetta.Christian@wsp.wa.gov 
(360) 596-3906 
 
Education, Enforcement, and Analytics Section 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Gregory Baruso 
Gregory.Baruso@wsp.wa.gov 
(360) 596-3929 
 
Professional Development and Response Section 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Bill Slosson 
William.Slosson@wsp.wa.gov 
(360) 596-3928 

Fire Training Division 
 
Assistant State Fire Marshal 
Kelly Merz 
Kelly.Merz@wsp.wa.gov 
(425) 453-3000 ext. 102 
 
Chief of Instruction 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Brian Smith 
Brian.Smith@wsp.wa.gov 
(425) 453-3000 ext. 104 
 
Regional Direct Delivery 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal 
Howard Scartozzi 
Howard.Scartozzi@wsp.wa.gov 
(425) 401-7732 
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