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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5161, Section 207(12), requires
the Washington State Patrol (WSP) to provide a report to the
Joint Transportation Committee by October 1, 2025, detailing
the demographic breakdown of traffic stops for the three most
recent calendar years for which data is available.

The report must include both counts and per capita rates for
each demographic group across the following categories:

Traffic stops
Verbal warnings
Written warnings
Citation issuance
Arrests
Searches

The legislature’s intent is to identify and address any
demographic disparities that may exist in traffic stops initiated
by WSP troopers, including stops involving indigenous
motorists.

NOTE: The individual’s race is based on the officer’s perception,
the data may not accurately reflect the person’s self-identified
race or ethnicity and should be interpreted with caution.
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 4,285,399 251,585 72,736 657,293 50,799 788,891 360,572 6,467,275

2023 4,304,004 258,242 72,650 681,047 52,714 815,159 372,051 6,555,867

2024 4,323,142 264,685 72,624 703,999 54,682 842,120 383,608 6,644,860

POPULATION
The table presents Washington State’s annual population estimates by race and ethnicity, as reported by the
Office of Financial Management (OFM) for 2022 through 2024. The data is broken out into seven categories—White,
Black, Native, Asian, Pacific Islander, Hispanic, and Other—along with total population counts for each year.

Between 2022 and 2024, Washington’s population increased from approximately 6.47 million to 6.64 million. All
racial and ethnic groups show modest population growth during this period, with the Hispanic, Asian, and Black
populations experiencing the largest numeric increases.

These estimates are produced by OFM using U.S. Census Bureau data and reflect counts within Census tracts,
which are standardized geographic units used for tracking population and demographic trends across
Washington State.

ANNUAL POPULATION
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 313,837 36,915 2,310 30,653 1,977 70,412 56,124 512,228

2023 369,833 40,433 2,401 36,493 1,750 82,561 61,579 595,050

2024 356,764 40,917 2,534 37,796 1,622 86,607 59,542 585,782

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 73.2 146.7 31.8 46.6 38.9 89.3 155.7 79.2

2023 85.9 156.6 33 53.6 33.2 101.3 165.5 90.8

2024 82.5 154.6 34.9 53.7 29.7 102.8 155.2 88.2

TRAFFIC CONTACTS - TOTAL
The tables show proactive traffic enforcement contacts in Washington State from 2022 through 2024, reported
both as raw totals and as per capita rates (per 1,000 population) by race and ethnicity. Proactive contacts include
self-initiated stops, aggressive driving and road rage enforcement, emphasis patrols, Commercial Motor Vehicle
Inspections, Serious Highway Criminal Apprehension Team (SHCAT) operations, and campus security contacts.
  
The overall contacts rose from 512,228 in 2022 to 595,050 in 2023, before decreasing slightly to 585,782 in 2024.
Overall per capita contact rates increased from 79.2 in 2022 to 90.8 in 2023, then eased to 88.2 in 2024.

TOTAL TRAFFIC CONTACTS

PER CAPITA PER 1000 

3



Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 9,096 1,903 275 479 132 3,205 712 15,802

2023 9,979 2,088 271 585 111 4,089 929 18,052

2024 10,833 2,469 308 603 116 4,998 1,114 20,441

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 2.1 7.6 3.8 0.7 2.6 4.1 2 2.4

2023 2.3 8.1 3.7 0.9 2.1 5 2.5 2.8

2024 2.5 9.3 4.2 0.9 2.1 5.9 2.9 3.1

TRAFFIC CONTACTS - MISDEMEANOR, GROSS MISDEMEANOR, AND FELONY

TOTAL TRAFFIC CONTACTS - CRIMINAL FELONY

PER CAPITA PER 1000 

The tables show gross misdemeanor, misdemeanor and felony traffic contacts in Washington State from 2022
through 2024, presented as both total counts and per capita rates (per 1,000 population) by race and ethnicity.

Criminal felony contacts increased from 15,802 in 2022 to 18,052 in 2023, and 20,441 in 2024. Statewide rates per
1,000 population rose from 2.4 in 2022 to 3.1 in 2024.
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 29.4 57.4 9.9 18.3 13.9 38.4 35.5 30.5

2023 39.6 69.1 11.5 24.8 14.9 47.7 57.4 40.7

2024 40.2 71.4 12.8 26.7 14.2 50.9 62.9 42.2

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 126,123 14,450 723 12,039 707 30,254 12,794 197,090

2023 170,280 17,849 835 16,920 784 38,910 21,372 266,950

2024 173,754 18,897 930 18,814 775 42,864 24,114 280,148

TRAFFIC CONTACTS - INFRACTIONS ISSUED
The tables present traffic infractions issued in Washington State from 2022 to 2024, broken out by race and
ethnicity. 

Traffic infractions increased from 197,090 in 2022 to 266,950 in 2023, and 280,148 in 2024. . Statewide rates per 1,000
population rose from 30.5 in 2022 to 42.2 in 2024.

TOTAL TRAFFIC INFRACTION ISSUED

PER CAPITA PER 1000 
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 4.8 13.1 1 5 3 8.6 13.7 6

2023 5 13.4 1 5.2 2.5 8.6 15.3 6.3

2024 4.9 13.1 0.9 5.3 2.2 8.1 12 6

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 20,410 3,304 74 3,316 152 6,817 4,932 39,005

2023 21,341 3,461 73 3,549 132 7,035 5,681 41,272

2024 21,162 3,467 63 3,765 120 6,806 4,600 39,983

TRAFFIC CONTACTS - WRITTEN WARNINGS ISSUED
The tables present written warnings issued in Washington State from 2022 to 2024, broken out by race and
ethnicity. 

Written warnings totaled 39,005 in 2022, increased slightly to 41,272 in 2023, and then declined to 39,983 in 2024.
The statewide per capita rate remained steady at 6.0 per 1,000 in 2022, 6.3 in 2023, and 6.0 in 2024. 

TOTAL WRITTEN WARNINGS ISSUED

PER CAPITA PER 1000 
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 142,557 15,486 1,184 11,874 875 26,790 9,602 208,368

2023 155,324 15,665 1,180 12,729 661 29,857 13,543 228,959

2024 139,248 14,702 1,194 11,924 577 29,178 13,617 210,440

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 33.3 61.6 16.3 18.1 17.2 34 26.6 32.2

2023 36.1 60.7 16.2 18.7 12.5 36.6 36.4 34.9

2024 32.2 55.5 16.4 16.9 10.6 34.6 35.5 31.7

TRAFFIC CONTACTS - VERBAL WARNINGS ISSUED
The tables present verbal warnings issued in Washington State from 2022 through 2024, broken out by race and
ethnicity. 

Verbal warnings totaled approximately 208,400 in 2022, increased to 229,000 in 2023, and declined to 210,400 in
2024. Statewide per capita rates were approximately 32 per 1,000 in 2022, 35 per 1,000 in 2023, and 32 per 1,000 in
2024. 

TOTAL VERBAL WARNINGS ISSUED

PER CAPITA PER 1000 
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 150 19 7 4 0 58 8 246

2023 189 13 14 5 0 61 6 288

2024 213 24 15 2 1 62 3 320

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 0.04 0.08 0.1 0.01 0 0.07 0.02 0.04

2023 0.04 0.05 0.19 0.01 0 0.07 0.02 0.04

2024 0.05 0.09 0.21 0 0.02 0.07 0.01 0.05

HIGH-DISCRETION SEARCHES
A high-discretion search occurs when officers have broad judgment in deciding to search a person or property,
consistent with constitutional protections, such as searches based on consent, “Terry” stops or pat-downs, and K-9
inspections.

High-discretion searches increased from 246 in 2022 to 288 in 2023, and 320 in 2024. Statewide per capita rates
remained very low, ranging from 0.04 per 1,000 in 2022 and 2023 to 0.05 in 2024. 

TOTAL HIGH-DISCRETION SEARCHES

PER CAPITA PER 1000 
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Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 4,472 969 127 277 87 1,689 289 7,910

2023 4,360 960 114 337 70 2,041 343 8,225

2024 4,770 1,070 142 344 71 2,277 384 9,058

Year White Black Native Asian Pacific Hispanic Other Total

2022 1 3.9 1.7 0.4 1.7 2.1 0.8 1.2

2023 1 3.7 1.6 0.5 1.3 2.5 0.9 1.3

2024 1.1 4 2 0.5 1.3 2.7 1 1.4

LOW-DISCRETION SEARCHES
A low-discretion search occurs when officers’ judgment is limited by strict legal standards—such as probable
cause or a warrant—before a search may be conducted, including searches incident to arrest, vehicle impounds or
inventories, and warrant-based searches.

Low-discretion searches increased from 7,910 in 2022 to 8,225 in 2023, and 9,058 in 2024. Statewide per capita rates
ranged from 1.2 per 1,000 in 2022 to 1.4 in 2024. 

TOTAL LOW-DISCRETION SEARCHES

PER CAPITA PER 1000 
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CONCLUSION
From 2022 through 2024, the number of traffic stops and related enforcement actions conducted by the
Washington State Patrol generally increased in line with statewide population growth. Differences in per capita
rates were observed across demographic groups, with some groups experiencing higher or lower rates than the
statewide average.

The data in this report only separates groups by the requested categories of law enforcement action. It does not
separate occurrences by area of patrol, type of roadway, time of day, concurrent emphasis patrols, comparative
population density of the area of contact, or the overall circumstances of each unique contact.

This report does not determine the reasons for these differences. Instead, it provides a factual summary of
available data, as required by Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5161, Section 207(12). Continued monitoring of these
trends will allow policymakers to better understand patterns in traffic enforcement and consider whether
additional analysis or context is needed in future reports.
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